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munity, non-proﬁts and other
the temperate weather, or are
volunteers can be those partshipped here from other states.
ners. Orange County Register - 08/25/2019
While some are from our
We need an army of trained
neighboring Southern Calvolunteers to mentor our addicted fellow humans who
can’t cope on their own. Government cannot provide this
Employment is just as
level of long-term support. Volcritical as housing
unteers can.

art Mike Soubirous is a member of
the Riverside City Council.

health and self-sufficiency, reducing the pipeline of those
who ever become homeless.
Although government and
the nonproﬁt sector play a critical role in addressing homeless and housing affordability,
each of us as residents of Southeern California need to be open
to building quality supportive
y
housing in our neighborhoods.
Funding for affordable housing
d
and supportive services is part
of the equation, but overcoming
community opposition for the
, or development of new housing
m
communities — including muland tifamily properties — is an es.
sential ingredient to expanding
our housing stock.
,
As local community members, we need to stand up and
nt publicly support the creation of
new quality housing that will
ms, meet the needs of the homey,
less who currently call our local
sidewalks their home.
Gregory Bradbard is president
of the Hope Through Housing
m- Foundation and National
CORE’s Senior Vice President of
re
Strategic Partnerships.
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pearing compassionate. However, letting the homeless camp
in front of a business or residence is unfair to all who have
to pass that way, as well as
customers of the businesses
and those who live in the residences. Private sector and
non-proﬁts can help with drug
counseling, providing information on how to obtain skills
needed for jobs, sharing information about available jobs,
and providing soup kitchens at
the centers.
Tom Campbell is a professor at
Chapman University.

Carrie McKellogg

California has begun to incorporate planning for livelihood-sustaining jobs into discussions of homelessness, but
it is still an afterthought in a
“housing ﬁrst” model.
A more explicit set of initiatives are needed to combine
jobs (in social enterprise), economic mobility (via education/
training (in the workplace or
in other settings), and affordable/subsidized housing in a
context where subsidize rent
is gradually withdrawn rather
than a cliff which disincentivizes work.
Working people are able to
contribute to their housing expense in an increasing share
over time (and with ﬂexibility
as income ﬂuctuates) if housing subsidy models can be more
dynamic rather than ﬁxed subsidies.

Maria Salinas president and
CEO of the Los Angeles Chamber
of Commerce.
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Much like the model of employing affordable housing residents in the upkeep of their
properties, a similar social enterprise model could be expanded to involve homeless individuals in the construction of
new housing (modular housing,
ADUs, new residential development, etc.).
The construction trade represents a career pathway that
is adaptable and open to people with barriers (like criminal justice system involvement)
that could be scaled up using
the apprenticeship model to
create a pipeline of individuals
with lived experience providing
the labor pool for housing construction.
Wages paid represent individuals’ ability to pay for an increasing share of their housing
costs, as well as avoided costs
of incarceration, public assistance, etc.
Carrie McKellogg is Chief
Program Officer for the Roberts
Enterprise Development Fund
(REDF).

Economic opportunity
will be key component

lessness (26 percent), followed
by alcohol or drug abuse (18
percent), eviction (13 percent),
being kicked out by family or
friends (12 percent), and mental
By Adam Summers
health issues (8 percent).
As a result, improving housThere is certainly a good deal ing affordability (as well as
of overlap between the housing other costs of living and makaffordability and homelessness ing it easier for people to obtain
crises, particularly here in Cali- sound employment) will signiffornia, because ﬁnancial issues icantly reduce homelessness,
are one of the leading causes of but it will not in itself solve the
homelessness, and housing is
problem, just as focusing solely
typically one’s greatest expenon substance abuse and menditure. But there are a number
tal health issues will not elimiof other reasons people become nate it.
homeless — including job loss,
This is why homelessness, essubstance abuse, mental health pecially, is such a difficult probissues, physical disabilities and lem, and why steps must be
medical emergencies, death of
taken in a number of policy ara loved one (particularly a head eas — from taxation and reguof household) and other family lation to housing to job growth
issues — so it is far from a per- and economic opportunity — to
fect correlation.
adequately address these issues.
According to San Francisco’s
2019 survey of the homeless, for Adam Summers is a Research
example, the loss of a job was
Fellow at the Independent
the primary reason for homeInstitute.
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